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of the conduct of others and seeks by imitation to
gain the happiness which others enjoy. Under this
natural process, physical well-being and moral pro-
gress advance pari passu and the whole company of
human virtues spring into action and propagate their
influences in ever widening circles. This advance-
ment is greatly stimulated by that co-operation
which is attendant upon the increased peacefulness
of society and the division of labour and effort.
Men co-operate not only to increase wealth, but to
enlarge social, intellectual, and moral well-being.
Society takes on a more refined organisation? the in-
stitutions of government and law are more and more
perfected, and a multitude of agencies and facilities
for increasing happiness and diminishing misery are
created by united efforts.

Ethical writers conceive the main question in
morals to be, What is right, or What is right conduct?
I do not mean to disparage the importance of this
inquiry, but I would suggest that the progress I have
indicated has begun and been carried forward to a
high point, without an answer to this question,
indeed, without asking it. The simple process has
been to observe the consequences of conduct and to
adopt such action as has seemed to be productive of
happiness: and we may rest in confidence that those
lines of conduct which conduce to what men in gen-
eral feel to be happiness cannot be otherwise than in
accordance with the profoundest conclusion con-
cerning the ultimate highest Good. The light that
has steadily guided us over the long pathway from
primeval savagery into civilised society may be